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A young Luciano Pavarotti interpreting Rodolfo (La Boheme) in the ‘60s

Who am I?

What do I do?

How do I live?
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If this is familial… there is a lot you should do before you look away for solutions
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We’ll transfer you 
temporarily to another 
hospital ...
... so they can look 
further in your small 
intestine

All credits to:
Mirjam Vissers

http://www.mirjamvissers.nl

Specialization, specialization, specialization… 
but are we building the right interfaces?
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Seemingly "objective" data is really just the result of a long "chain of human decisions"
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Thumb rules? …dumb rules

EBM is a good catchphrase but how do we
combine (1) clinical experience and expertise;
(2) scientific evidence; and (3) patient values
and preferences, to provide high-quality
services?

Data = known unknown

Culture = heuristic structures

Diagnosis/prognosis = judgement of competing
interpretation

Choice of course of action = transition from the domain of facts to the domain of values, from what we know to 
what we should do
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Who are we, really? …and what does it mean for our social contracts?

Proponents

Owners

Designers

Constructors
Users

Clients



The Engineering View Bits and terabytes, 
rates and capacities

We can talk about where 
and how much but not about 
meaning.

The Communications View Codes and denotations Meaning is pre-defined explicit 
and concrete.

The Conversational View
Roles and 

relationships and 
transactions

Meaning includes the 
interpretation of intentions and 
responsibilities.

The socio-cultural View Norms, Values and 
principals.

We negotiate new meanings 
and govern practice.

The socio-technical concept Information
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Courtesy of Prof Mike Martin – University of Northumbria (UK)
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Credits: PINLab HUG

Hybrid 
surgical 
room 

Gemelli
Hospital, 
Rome 
(IT)

A better place…
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https://www.autodeskresearch.com/publications/samestats



The SCimPulse foundation © 2019

Levenson RM et al. Pigeons (Columba livia) as Trainable Observers of Pathology and Radiology Breast Cancer Images. DOI: 10.1371/journal.pone.0141357
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Do you see the light at the end of the tunnel?
Is it the exit or an incoming train? …change is ahead
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